
THE STORY  
OF THE  
AUDIOBOOK

Do you ever listen to stories during a long car ride, to fall asleep, or just for fun? We bet you do! And so do 
millions of people around the world every day. But here’s a story most haven’t heard: The audiobook was invented 
in 1932 when the American Federation for the Blind published audio recordings of Shakespeare plays and the 
U.S. Constitution. Now, people who couldn’t read could listen to books, plays, and stories on their phonographs 
(that’s an old record player) instead. The idea was so successful that many people today say, “I read that book,” 
when really they just listened to it.
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